
 

 

May 23, 2017 

 

Dr. Moises Orengo-Aviles 

Chancellor 

UPR - Carolina 

P. O. Box 4800 

Carolina, PR 00984-4800 

Dear Dr. Orengo-Aviles:  

At its session on May 18, 2017, the Executive Committee of the Middle States Commission on 

Higher Education acted:  

To accept the Supplemental Information Report. To place the institution 

on probation because of insufficient evidence that the institution is 

currently in compliance with Requirements of Affiliation 3 (institution is 

operational, with students actively pursuing its degree programs) and 8 

(documented financial resources, funding base, and plans for financial 

development adequate to support its educational purposes and programs 

and to assure financial stability), and with Standard 3 (Institutional 

Resources). To note that the institution remains accredited while on 

probation. To request a monitoring report, due September 1, 2017, 

documenting evidence that the institution has achieved and can sustain 

compliance with Requirements of Affiliation 3 and 8 and Standard 3, 

including but not limited to (1) the institution is operational, with students 

actively pursuing its degree programs (Requirement of Affiliation 3) and 

(2) the institution has documented financial resources, funding base, and 

plans for financial development adequate to support its educational 

purposes and programs and to assure financial stability (Requirement of 

Affiliation 8 and Standard 3). A small team visit will follow submission of 

the report. To direct a prompt liaison guidance consultation to discuss the 

Commission's expectations. To note that the progress report due October 

1, 2017, will now be due April 1, 2018. To remind the institution of its 

obligation to inform the Commission about any and all significant 

developments relevant to this action, including developments relevant to 

Title IV program responsibilities. Upon reaffirmation of accreditation, the 

next evaluation visit is scheduled for 2020-2021.  
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This action is a non-compliance action and includes a request for a monitoring report and a visit. 

An explanation of this type of action is provided in the Commission's policy Accreditation 

Actions.  

For more information on submitting a follow-up report, please see Commission guidelines 

Follow-up Reports and Visits. The institution is obligated to make a full and honest disclosure in 

its reports.  

If the request for a follow-up report includes Standard 3, the Commission requires that 

you include in or submit with the report the following data for the three most recent 

years: Title IV cohort default rates; USDE Financial Responsibility Composite Scores; 

and the status with regard to Heightened Cash Monitoring with USDE.  

If the request for a follow-up report includes Standard 14, the Commission requires that 

you include in or submit with the report the following data for the three most recent 

years: 100%, 150%, and 200% normal time to completion graduation rates. For graduate-

only institutions, please provide appropriate data on student outcomes such as normal 

time to completion rates.  

Enclosed is a copy of the institution's Statement of Accreditation Status (SAS) for your review. 

If any of the factual information is incorrect, please contact the Commission as soon as possible.  

A Public Disclosure Statement (PDS) has also been developed, consistent with the Commission's 

policy on Public Communication in the Accrediting Process . The statement provides an 

explanation of the nature of the institutional accreditation action that has been taken by the 

Commission. The PDS will accompany the institution’s SAS and will be made available on the 

Middle States Commission on Higher Education website. In accordance with federal regulation, 

both documents will be made available to the public. If any of the factual information in these 

documents is incorrect, please contact the Commission as soon as possible. Also in accordance 

with federal regulation, your institution is invited to submit an official statement. The statement 

may be linked to the PDS from your institution’s website or the Commission may include a web 

reference to your institution’s website.  

In accordance with the policy Advertising, Student Recruitment, and Representation of 

Accredited Status, the accreditation status of the institution must be accurately represented. 

Please ensure that published references to your institution's candidate status or accredited status 

(catalog, other publications, web page) are accurate and include the full name, address, and 

telephone number of the accrediting agency, and the effective date (month and year) when status 

was granted. Candidate for Accreditation is a status with the Commission that indicates that an 

institution has achieved membership and is progressing toward, but is not assured of, 

accreditation.  
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Please be assured of the continuing interest of the Middle States Commission on Higher 

Education in the well-being of UPR - Carolina. If any further clarification is needed regarding 

the SAS or other items in this letter, please feel free to contact Dr. Heather F. Perfetti, Vice 

President.  

Sincerely,  

 
Gary L. Wirt, Ed.D. 

Chair 

 

c:  Interim President, University of Puerto Rico Central Administration 

 
Executive Director, Puerto Rico Council on Higher Education  


